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Sec. 111. The provisions of this ordinance relating to stables shall not be con- 
strued to waive or abolish the permit required by the building ordinance of the city 
of Spokane. 

Privies and Cesspools — Location, Construction, and Disposal of Contents. (Ord. 

C1848, Jan. 4, 1915.) 

Sec. 112. It shall be unlawful for any person to dig or use, or caues to be dug or 
used, any privy vault or cesspool, or connect any plumbing with a cesspool, or build 
or cause to be built any privy bi.ilding within the limits of the city of Spokane, except 
upon written permit from the city health officer. All applications for such permit 
must be in writing and accompanied by a certificate from the city engineer that the 
said premises are not within 150 feet of a public sewer. 

Sec. 113. No such privy vault, privy building, or cesspool shall be contracted 
within 20 feet of any house or residence, or building used as such, nor within 2 feet 
of the property line of such premises. 

Sec. 114. The walls of all privy vaults shall be of cement, concrete, cemented stone, 
or other impervious material, and the bottom must be smooth and level in surface. 

Sec 115. All vaults hereafter constructed must be not less than 4 feet wide (from 
front to rear) and 3 feet long, and must be closely joined to the privy building, and 
a ventilating pipe of wood or other material of not less than 6 inches in diameter shall 
extend from the top of the vault to 2 feet above the roof of the privy building, and 
the opening at the top of this pipe must be securely covered with copper wire fly 
screening. 

Sec 116. All privy buildings must be built according to specifications to be fur- 
nished by the health department. 

Sec. 117. All privy vaults, flush toilets, or other plumbing fixtures shall be disin- 
fected whenever so ordered by the health department. 

Sec. 118. The cover of the seat in privy buildings must be kept closed at all times 
when seat is not in use. 

Sec 119. The cover for the vault at the rear of the building must be kept closed 
all the time except when vault is being cleaned. 

Sec 120. The door of the privy building must be made self-closing by moans of a 
spring, weight, or other device, and must not be allowed to remain open at any time. 

Sec 121. No wash water, kitchen slops, or other liquid wastes, garbage, tin cans, 
crockery, or glass shall be emptied or thrown into any privy vault. 

Sec 122. No bodily waste or excreta from any person suffering from typhoid fever, 
dysentery, or other serious bowel trouble shall be deposited in any privy or privy 
vault, or dumped into any sewer, without being previously disinfected in such manner 
as may be approved by the health officer in conformity with regulations of the State 
board of health. 

Sec 123. In any of the more thickly populated parts of the city the health depart- 
ment may condemn privy vaults and other cesspools and flush toilets to replace them. 

Sec 124. All privy vaults without curbing or with foul or rotten wooden curbing, 
or inadequate or partially caved, or otherwise defective in the judgment of the health 
officer, and all privy buildings too old or too dilapidated to be made to conform with 
the requirements of this ordinance, and all cesspools without curbing, or inadequate 
either in size or covering, or caved, or in any manner dangerous to the public health 
shall be condemned by the health officer, and a new privy vault, privy building, or 
cesspool shall be constructed within not less than 10 days from the date of condemna- 
tion. In either case, notice of condemnation must be posted on the premises and a 
copy served on the owner or his agent, or leftat the residence or office of either. 

Sec 125. All contractors or other persons employing men in constructing buildings, 
street improvements, or other similar work shall provide such temporary privies as 
will meet with the approval of the health department and must care for same as may 
be required by the health department. 
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Sec. 126. All cesspools hereafter constructed shall be not less than 6 feet below the 
mouth of the house drain, nor less than 4 feet in diameter if of circular form, or 4 feet 
square if rectangular. At least 2 feet of earth must cover all cesspools. The walls 
and covering of all cesspools shall be of brick, concrete, or stone, and the bottom must 
be smooth and level in surface. 

Sec. 127. No privy vault, privy building, or cesspool hereafter constructed or that 
may be ordered by the health department to be repaired shall be used, and no 
cesspool shall be covered, until inspected and approved by the health department, 
and the health department shall inspect same within 24 hours, beginning at 8 
o'clock a. m. after receiving notice that it is ready for inspection. 

Sec. 128. No person or persons shall throw or deposit in any cesspool any garbage, 
tin cans, crockery, glass, or other rubbish whatsoever, and the owner, agent, or occu- 
pant of the premises shall be responsible for the condition of such cesspool as well 
as privy vaults. 

Sec. 129. Whenever sewage from a cesspool backs up into the plumbing fixtures in 
house or overflows in the yard, the owner or agent of the premises shall immediately 
order such cesspool cleaned by the city crematory division. 

Sec. 130. It shall be unlawful for any person other than an authorized employee 
of the crematory division to empty or attempt to empty any vault, privy, or cesspool 
in the city of Spokane. 

Sec 131. No person or persons shall abolish, abandon, or neglect any privy, cess- 
pool, or vault containing any excrement, filth, or other offensive matter, or fill up any 
such privy, cesspool, or vault upon any premises owned or occupied by such person or 
persons, or any premises whatsoever, unless such filth or excrement shall first have been 
removed therefrom by the crematory division. 

Sec 132. It is the duty of the owner or owners, or agent of property, or occupants, 
to keep all privy vaults and privy buildings on property owned, managed, or occupied 
by them clean, and to properly clean them whenever notified by the health officer 
to do so, and any expenses incurred in cleaning vaults or abating any nuisance shall 
be paid by the owner of the property, his agent, or the occupant of the same, as the 
health officer majfideter-mine. 

Sec 133. No building shall be used as a dwelling house unless the same is provided 
with a privy vault and building or is properly connected with a cesspool or sewer. 

Sec 134. No privy vault, privy building, or cesspool shall be constructed without 
a permit from the health officer in a part of the city of Spokane where a sewer is pro- 
vided in front of the property lines, or on a street or alley not exceeding 150 feet from 
the property lines, or within 300 feet thereof if the premises are located on unplatted 
land, or in subdivisions larger than the ordinary city lot (50 by 150 feet). 

Sec 135. No roof drain or cellar drain from any building shall be connected with 
a privy vault, and no such drain shall be connected with any cesspool without proper 
provision against the access of sewer air into the building. 

Sec 136. All owners or agents of any property, when notified by the health depart- 
-ment, shall clean and fill any vault or cesspool on their property to the satisfaction 
of the health department, and make proper connection with the public sewer. 

Sewers— Connections with. (Ord. C1848, Jan. 4, 1915.) 

Sec 137. The health officer of the city of Spokane is hereby empowered, and it is 
hereby made his duty, in all cases, where there is a public sewer in any street, high- 
way, or alley in the city of Spokane, to compel every owner or occupant of lands, 
buildings, or premises fronting or abutting on said street, highway, or alley or within 
150 feet thereof or within 300 feet of the same in case of unplatted land or subdivisions 
larger than an ordinary city lot 50 by 150 feet, to construct or cause to be constructed 
a sufficient sewer or drainpipe in the manner prescribed by the plumbing ordinance 
of the city of Spokane, which shall connect such land, buildings, or premises, and all 
sumps, ditches, water-closets, and pipes therein or thereon used as a receptacle or 



